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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document seeks the Committee's advice with regard to any 
action that needs to be taken with electronic recording systems on 
"existing ships" that do not comply with the new draft Guidelines for 
the use of electronic record books under MARPOL. It also seeks 
clarification of the Committee on the intent of paragraph 4.4.5 of the 
draft Guidelines. 

Strategic direction, 
if applicable: 

6 

Output: 6.13 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 12 

Related documents: PPR 5/18, PPR 5/24 and MEPC 73/11 

 
Introduction 
 
1 The document is submitted in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6.12.5 of 
the Organization and method of work of the Maritime Safety Committee and the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee and their subsidiary bodies (MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.5/Rev.1) 
and provides comments on document MEPC 73/11 (Secretariat), in particular the draft MEPC 
resolution on Guidelines for the use of electronic record books under MARPOL (MEPC 73/11, 
paragraph 3.18). 
 
Background 
 
2 At its fifth session, the Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response agreed 
to the draft MEPC resolution on Guidelines for the use of electronic record books under 
MARPOL (hereafter referred to as the "draft Guidelines"), as set out in annex 13 to 
document PPR 5/24, for submission to MEPC 73 for consideration, with a view to approval in 
principle and subsequent adoption at MEPC 74 in conjunction with the associated draft 
amendments to MARPOL and the Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides 
from Marine Diesel Engines (NOX Technical Code). 
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3 It is understood the draft Guidelines will be applicable for electronic record books that 
are on board ships in relation to the following recording requirements: 
 

.1 Oil Record Book, parts I and II (MARPOL Annex I, regulations 17.1 and 36.1);  
 
.2 Cargo Record Book (MARPOL Annex II, regulation 15.1);  
 
.3 Garbage Record Book, parts I and II (MARPOL Annex V, regulation 10.3);  
 
.4 Ozone-depleting Substances Record Book (MARPOL Annex VI, 

regulation 12.6);  
 
.5 Recording of the tier and on/off status of marine diesel engines 

(MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 13.5.3);  
 
.6 Record of Fuel Oil Changeover (MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 14.6); and  
 
.7 Record Book of Engine Parameters (NOX Technical Code, paragraph 6.2.2.7). 

 
4 PPR 5 has invited MEPC 73 to encourage ships which were using electronic record 
books during the interim period, prior to the entry into force of the associated amendments to 
MARPOL and the NOX Technical Code, if adopted, to share their experience; and to encourage 
both flag and port States to provide relevant information on the use of the Guidelines to aid in 
the facilitation of and the use of electronic record books (MEPC 73/11, paragraphs 3.19 
and 3.20). 
 
Ozone-depleting substances (ODS) recording system on existing ships 
 
5 The draft Guidelines state that electronic record books used on board in accordance 
with the provisions of MARPOL are to meet the requirements of the Guidelines and to be 
approved by the Administration, which is to be confirmed in an appropriate declaration, as 
stated in paragraphs 2.5 and 5.1 of the draft Guidelines, reproduced below: 

 
"2.5  If a shipowner decides to use an electronic record book to record operational 
logs, instead of a hard copy record book, the following guidance should be taken into 
consideration by the Administration when approving the electronic record book for use." 
 
"5.1  Any electronic system deemed to meet the above criteria should be provided 
with written confirmation by the Administration and carried on board the ship for the 
purpose of regulatory surveys or inspections. An example of a declaration can be 
seen in the appendix." 
 

6 PPR 5 approved the following draft amendments, concerning electronic record books 
to regulation 12 (Ozone-depleting substances) of MARPOL Annex VI, with a view to adoption 
at MEPC 74 (shown as additions/deletions): 
 

"6  Each ship subject to regulation 6.1 which has rechargeable systems that 
contain ozone-depleting substances shall maintain an ozone-depleting substances 
record book. This record book may form part of an existing log-book or electronic 
recording system record book* as approved by the Administration." 

 
7 The Sub-Committee also noted the discussion in the Drafting Group that the draft 
amendments to regulation 12 of MARPOL Annex VI will have implications for ships that 
currently had on board an ODS recording system that had not been approved by the 
Administration in accordance with the Guidelines. 
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8 An ODS recording system which has not been approved, that is in service on board 
a ship after entry into force of the amendment to regulation 12 of MARPOL Annex VI, will have 
an impact not only on surveys related to the IAPP certificate, but also ISM audits. IACS urges 
the Committee to give due consideration to this issue and to make a policy decision on how to 
address such systems on existing ships prior to the date of entry into force.  
 
Compliance with IEC standards  
 
9 PPR 5 agreed to the removal of the reference to "class rules" in paragraph 4.4.5 of 
the draft Guidelines and the inclusion of a reference to IEC 60945 (Maritime navigation and 
radiocommunication equipment and systems – General Requirements – Methods of testing 
and required test results). Consequently, the text now reads as (shown as additions/deletions): 

 
"4.4.5  An electronic record book and infrastructure related to the system including 
computers and peripherals, should be installed in compliance with IEC 60092, 
IEC 60533 and class rules IEC 60945, where applicable." 
 

10 Following further consideration of paragraph 4.4.5 as agreed at PPR 5, IACS has a 
doubt whether the inclusion of IEC 60945 is appropriate, noting that the paragraph addresses 
an "installation" provision. IEC 60945 is a standard mainly related to type approval to be 
conducted in laboratories for maritime navigation and radiocommunication equipment and 
systems, rather than installation and testing on board a ship. However, IEC 60092 (Electrical 
installations in ships) and IEC 60533 (Electrical and electronic installations in ships – 
Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) – Ships with a metallic hull) can cover not only type 
approval but also installation and testing on board a ship for the relevant system.  
 
11 IACS would seek the Committee's clarification on whether or not type approval of the 
hardware is expected as per the IEC standards, where applicable. Based on the Committee's 
decision regarding the need for type approval, the Committee is invited to consider the need 
to refine paragraph 4.4.5 of the draft Guidelines – either to delete the reference to IEC 60945 
or to insert the phrase "approved and" as shown below (shown as additions/deletions):  

 
"4.4.5  An electronic record book and infrastructure related to the system including 
computers and peripherals, should be approved and installed in compliance 
with IEC 60092, IEC 60533 and IEC 60945, where applicable." 

 
Action requested of the Committee 
 
12 The Committee is invited to consider the comments and proposals provided in 
paragraphs 5 to 11 above and take action as appropriate. 
 
 

___________ 


