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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document seeks clarification of paragraph 6.1.2.2 
of the LSA Code with regard to slewing out a dedicated rescue boat 
on a cargo ship from its stowed position to ship's side, with a view 
towards facilitating global and uniform implementation 

Strategic direction, if 
applicable: 

6 

Output: 6.1 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 9 

Related documents: None 

Introduction 

1 With regard to the launching appliance of survival craft and rescue boats, 
paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code requires the following: 

"6.1.2.2 The launching mechanism shall be so arranged that it may be actuated by 
one person from a position on the ship's deck and, except for secondary launching 
appliances for free-fall lifeboats, from a position within the survival craft or rescue boat. 
When launched by a person on the deck, the survival craft or rescue boat shall be 
visible to that person." 

2 In this regard, there have been occasions when some PSC regimes required or made 
observations that a dedicated rescue boat on board a cargo ship, which is launched by a stored 
mechanical power as per paragraph 6.1.1.3 of the LSA Code, should have been provided with 
an arrangement to provide for the rescue boat to be slewed out from its stowed position to 
ship's side by a person from a position within the boat. 
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Discussion 

3 While for passenger ships a dedicated rescue boat shall be boarded and launched 
directly from its stowed position, as per SOLAS regulation III/23.2, for cargo ships there is no 
similar requirement in SOLAS chapter III as to whether a dedicated rescue boat should be 
boarded and launched directly from its stowed position. 

4 It is recalled that in line with the understanding in paragraph 3 above, the amendment 
to paragraph 6.1.1.3 of the LSA Code, as adopted by resolution MSC.459(101), expressly 
excluded the embarkation of crew from the stowed position of a manually slewed out rescue 
boat for a cargo ship by including the wording "without the crew", as quoted below: 

"6.1.1.3 … Notwithstanding the above, on cargo ships equipped with a rescue boat 
which is not one of the ship's survival craft, having a mass not more than 700 kg in 
fully equipped condition, with engine, but without the crew, the launching appliance of 
the boat does not need to be fitted with stored mechanical power provided that:…". 

5 While paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code is silent on the different concept of 
passenger ships and cargo ships, which may be further contemplated under output 2.16 
"Revision of SOLAS chapter III and the LSA Code", it is observed that, at the moment, there 
exist two dissimilar understandings in implementing paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code as 
follows:  

.1 slewing out, and even hoisting up when necessary, of a dedicated rescue 
boat from its stowed position is part of launching operation, thus should be 
subject to paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code, and slewing of the rescue boat 
(except the one manually launched) is to be actuated by one person from a 
position on the ship's deck and from a position within the rescue boat; and 

.2 slewing out and hoisting up when necessary are processes of preparation 
for launching, not launching per se, thus should not be subject to 
paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code, and therefore slewing of the rescue boat 
is to be actuated by one person from a position on the ship's deck and need 
not be activated from a position within the rescue boat.  

6 Furthermore, given that some flag Administrations accept the equipment certified by 
other Administrations or through the EU Marine Equipment Directive (MED) scheme, it is 
considered that the two different understandings may adversely affect each other in 
implementing paragraph 6.1.2.2 of the LSA Code on board cargo ships, i.e. even in cases 
where a flag Administration takes the stricter stance, as presented in paragraph 5.1 above, 
there may be a level of uncertainty in achieving its intent.  

Proposal 

7 Considering the difference in understanding the application of requirements as 
described above, IACS seeks the view of the Sub-Committee as to whether a dedicated rescue 
boat and its launching appliance on a cargo ship, which is launched by stored mechanical 
power as per paragraph 6.1.1.3 of the LSA Code, should be provided with an arrangement to 
be slewed out, and even hoisted up if necessary, from its stowed position to ship's side by a 
person in the boat. 

8 Based on the view agreed by the Sub-Committee, IACS is prepared to submit to a 
future session of the Sub-Committee a document containing a pertinent draft unified 
interpretation, as an interim measure.  
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Action requested of the Sub-Committee 

9 The Sub-Committee is invited to consider the discussion in paragraphs 3 to 6 and the 
proposals in paragraphs 7 and 8, and take action, as appropriate. 

___________ 


