
 

I:\SSE\8\SSE 8-3-1.docx 
 
 

 

 

E 

 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE ON SHIP SYSTEMS AND 
EQUIPMENT 
8th session  
Agenda item 3 

 
SSE 8/3/1 

 9 December 2021 
Original: ENGLISH 

Pre-session public release: ☒ 

 
NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR VENTILATION OF SURVIVAL CRAFT 

 
Proposal to clarify the installation application criteria for the draft amendments to the 

LSA Code pertaining to the ventilation of survival crafts 
 

Submitted by IACS 
 
 

SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document proposes to clarify the "installation" application of the 
draft amendment to the LSA Code, pertaining to the ventilation of 
survival craft 

Strategic direction, 

if applicable: 

6 

Output: 6.39 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 9 

Related documents: MSC 102/24; MSC 104/3/2 and MSC 104/18  

 
Background 
 
1 Amendments to the LSA Code to address ventilation requirements for totally enclosed 
lifeboats were noted by MSC 102 and were held in abeyance, so that the work on partially 
enclosed lifeboats could be finalized and all the LSA Code amendments could be approved at 
the same time (MSC 102/24, paragraph 19.2). 
 
2 MSC 104, having considered proposals in document MSC 104/3/2, noted that the 
date of application should be clarified by utilizing the specific drafting format set out in the 
Guidance on drafting of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related mandatory 
instruments (MSC.1/Circ.1500/Rev.1) (MSC 104/18, paragraph 3.15.3) and instructed SSE 8 
to finalize its work on the draft amendments on new ventilation requirements, with a view to 
approval by MSC 106 and to advise the Committee on the most suitable date of application of 
the amendments, in consultation with the industry representatives (MSC 104/18, 
paragraph 3.16.2). 
 
Discussion 

 

3 MSC.1/Circ.1500/Rev.1 has the following guidance for when an installation date is used: 
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"3.2.1.3 At a subsequent processing stage, but before the conclusion of the approval 

for adoption, each allocated sub-committee should ensure that: 

… 

.9 when terms such as "fitted", "provided", "installed" or "installation" 

are used, a clear understanding of the intended meaning of the term 

is provided". 

 

4 The amendments to the LSA Code for totally enclosed lifeboats, as agreed at SSE 7, 

do not currently include an application date. 

 

5 The co-sponsors of document MSC 104/3/2 (Bahamas et al.) suggested a simple 

modification to the proposed amendment to 4.6.6.1 of the LSA Code to include the words 

"installed on or after [date of application]" after the words "A totally enclosed lifeboat" 

(MSC 104/3/2, paragraph 9). 

 

6 While IACS agrees that the draft amendments to the LSA Code should apply to 

survival craft "installed on or after dd/mm/yyyy", IACS shares the concerns expressed by 

others at MSC 104 that it is not clear from the proposal what is meant by "installed"; the 

formulation needs to be brought in line with the format recommended by the Guidance 

(MSC.1/Circ.1500/Rev.1). 

 

Proposal 

 

7 In line with paragraph 3.2.1.3.9 of the Guidance, a definition of "installed" should be 

introduced together with the proposed revision of the LSA Code. In this regard, IACS suggests 

the following text for the definition of "installed", which could be used either in the covering 

resolution or as a sub-paragraph 4.6.6.1.1 of the amendments to the LSA Code: 

 

"The expression installed on or after [the specified date] means: 

  

(a)  for ships for which the building contract is placed on or after [the specified 

date], or in the absence of the contract, constructed on or after [the specified 

date], any installation on the ship; or 

 

(b)  for ships other than those ships prescribed in (a) above, a contractual 

delivery date for the equipment or, in the absence of a contractual delivery 

date, the actual delivery of the equipment to the ship on or after [the specified 

date].". 

 

8 In addition to the conditions of the formulation in paragraph 4.2.6.3.1(a) of the 

Guidance (MSC.1/Circ.1500/Rev.1), the above proposal contains the reference to the 

"building contract" in recognition of the conditions of application of regulations being developed 

by the Organization. In order to reflect that recognition consistently in future amendments, 

IACS will be proposing to MSC 105 a respective adjustment to the Guidance.  

 

Action requested of the Sub-Committee 

 

9 The Sub-Committee is requested to consider the foregoing, the proposal in 

paragraph 7, and take action, as appropriate. 

 

 

___________ 
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