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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document seeks clarification on several issues relating to the 
development and verification of SEEMP Part III and the issuance of 
the Statement of Compliance for the first year and proposes unified 
interpretations of relevant regulations of MARPOL Annex VI, with the 
aim of achieving uniformity of approach for the benefit of consistent 
application. 

Strategic direction,  
if applicable: 

3 

Output: 3.2 and 3.5 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 17 

Related documents: Resolution MEPC.346(78); resolution MEPC.348(78) and 
MEPC 78/WP.6 

 
Introduction 
 
1 The seventy-sixth session of the Committee adopted revised MARPOL Annex VI 
regulations on mandatory goal-based technical and operational measures to reduce carbon 
intensity of international shipping, which will enter into force on 1 November 2022 
(resolution MEPC.328(76)). In support of these revised MARPOL Annex VI regulations, 
guidelines related to SEEMP were adopted by the Committee at its seventy-eighth session. 

 
2 Regulation 26.3.1 of the 2021 revised MARPOL Annex VI (as adopted by 
resolution MEPC.328(76)) specifies that on or before 1 January 2023, ships, subject to this 
regulation, must develop their SEEMP Part III, which shall include the required annual 
operational CII for the next three years and an implementation plan documenting and stating 
how the required annual operational CII will be achieved during the next three years.  
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Discussion 
 
Next three years of the implementation plan and the first year of newly built ships and 
change of company after 1 January 2023 

 
3 Annex 2 to document MEPC 78/WP.6 provides an indicative SEEMP timeline. 
The SEEMP Part III for the first time, for ships existing before 1 January 2023, should be 
developed for the next three years with the first three years being 2023, 2024 and 2025 
(first cycle of three years). Noting paragraph 9.10 of 2022 Guidelines for the development of a 
Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) (hereinafter 2022 SEEMP Guidelines) 
(resolution MEPC.346(78)) and annex 2 to document MEPC 78/WP.6, the SEEMP Part III 
should be updated every three years (second cycle of three years – 2026, 2027 and 2028) and 
the Confirmation of Compliance will be issued after periodical verification. Also, the ship's CII 
rating for the past three years should be recorded to be included in Section 2 of the SEEMP 
Part III for the uninterrupted knowledge of the ship's CII rating.  
 
4 Regulations 5.4.6 and 26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI require for all existing ships the 
SEEMP III to be developed and verified on or before 1 January 2023. Consequently, there is 
a need to clarify application of regulation 26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI to a newly built ship 
delivered on or after 1 January 2023. For ships built after 1 January 2023, e.g. delivered in 
2024, further clarification is required on the first year and three years of the implementation 
plan. IACS considers that the starting year of the three years implementation plan will be the 
year of delivery, i.e. 2024, and that the three years to be considered in the implementation plan 
are 2024, 2025 and 2026, i.e. a rolling three-year period should apply following the initial 
verification of the SEEMP Part III.  
 
5 Also, for ships which are delivered at the end of the calendar year and engaged in 
operation for a short time until the end of that calendar year, the attained CII should be 
calculated and verified using the available data covering the corresponding period after the 
delivery of that calendar year in accordance with paragraph 5.2 of 2022 Guidelines for 
Administration verification of ship fuel oil consumption data and operational carbon intensity 
(resolution MEPC.348(78)). There is a possibility that the ship could be rated as E for that short 
period of operations and this rating based on the data in that period (which may cover one 
voyage, or even not a completed voyage) may be considered as not appropriately reflecting 
the operational energy efficiency of the ship in terms of the concept of "attained annual 
operational CII". Also, there would not be adequate time available to conduct the company 
audit and monitor data to verify the effectiveness of planned measures. Therefore, in case of 
newly built ships at the end of the calendar year, clarification is necessary to decide the 
meaningful starting point of the three years implementation plan.  

 
6 Further to paragraph 5 above, a threshold for a minimum number of months remaining 
of the calendar year after delivery may need to be considered. If a ship is delivered in 
[October or later] [November or later] [December], it needs to be considered whether the 
starting year of the SEEMP Part III could be regarded as the next year following the delivery. 
Consequently, for a newbuilding delivered in [October or later] [November or later] [December] 
an inferior rating given for the year of delivery needs not to be counted for the determination 
of whether the ship should develop a Corrective Action Plan, bearing in mind that the ship 
should fulfil its reporting obligations under regulations 27 and 28 of MARPOL Annex VI. 
 
7 Similarly, in case of a change of company, IACS understands that a new SEEMP Part 
III will be required to be submitted for the verification by the new company, and that the year 
of change is the starting year of the three year implementation plan for the new company and 
that a rolling three year period should apply, i.e. if the change of a company is taking place in 
2024, the three years to be considered in the implementation plan are 2024, 2025 and 2026. 
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However, to determine whether the Corrective Action Plan is necessary in case of  three 
consecutive D ratings, a rolling three-year period should apply taking into account CII 
performance of the ship before change of the company.     
 
Implementation timeline of the plan of corrective actions 
 
8 As per regulation 26.3.1.3 of MARPOL Annex VI, the SEEMP Part III (including the 
plan of corrective actions) shall include an implementation plan documenting how the required 
annual operational CII will be achieved during the next three years. Further, regulation 26.3.2 
of MARPOL Annex VI notes that for a ship rated as D for three consecutive years or rated as 
E for one year, the SEEMP Part III shall be reviewed to include a plan of corrective actions to 
achieve the required annual operational CII.  
 
9 Notwithstanding the regulations mentioned above, paragraph 15.4.1 of the 2022 
SEEMP Guidelines (resolution MEPC.346(78)) notes that the purpose of the plan of corrective 
actions is to set out actions, which the ship should take to achieve at least a C rating for the 
calendar year following the adoption of the plan of corrective actions and ultimately the required 
CII. It can be noted that the first goal should be to achieve the C rating, however, IACS 
considers that there is an ambiguity when to comply with the required operational CII ultimately. 
 
10 The term "to achieve at least a C rating for the calendar year following the adoption 
of the plan" as noted in paragraph 15.4.1 of the 2022 SEEMP guidelines 
(resolution MEPC.346(78)) suggests that this is "the calendar year following the year in which 
verification of the plan takes place", i.e. in case an inferior rating is given for data collected in 
calendar year YYYY (2023), the revised SEEMP including the plan of corrective actions shall 
be verified in year YYYY+1 (by 31 May 2024), and:  
 

.1 option 1: [it should be developed to achieve the required annual operational 
 CII for data collected in the calendar year YYYY+1 (2024)]; or 

 
 .2 option 2: [it should be developed to achieve the required annual operational 

 CII for data collected in the calendar year YYYY+2 (2025)]; or 
 

.3 option 3: [it should be developed to achieve at least a C rating (i.e. the 
attained CII higher than the required CII but still within the C rating band) for 
data collected in calendar year YYYY+2 (2025) and ultimately should aim to 
achieve the required CII for data collected in the calendar year YYYY+3 
(2026)]. 

 
11 All three options are understood to provide plausible interpretations and in addition, 
option 3 would indicate a corrective action plan within a timeline of three years, which is the 
same timeline as the implementation plan. 
 
12 Given the ambiguity noted in paragraphs 8 to 9 above, IACS would like to seek the 
Committee's clarification as to the timeline and target of the plan of corrective actions and 
consider suggestions and options in paragraph 10.  
 
Issuance of the Statement of Compliance – CII values and rating – for the first year 
 
13 A revised format of the Statement of Compliance is provided in Appendix X to 
MARPOL Annex VI, to be issued by the Administration as required by regulation 8 of 
MARPOL Annex VI (as adopted by resolution MEPC.328(76)). That revised format is effective 
from 1 November 2022 and will be used in 2023 for the first time. As per item 3 of that format, 
the attained annual operational CII of the ship for the specified duration is to be mentioned 
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pursuant to regulations 28.1 and 28.2 of MARPOL Annex VI for ships to which regulation 28 
of MARPOL Annex VI applies. Further, as per item 4 of that format, the annual operational 
carbon intensity of the ship in this period is to be rated in accordance with regulation 28 of 
MARPOL Annex VI. As well, item 5 of that format requires a plan of corrective actions to be 
included in the SEEMP Part III for a ship rated as D for three consecutive years or rated as E.  
 
14 However, reporting, verification of CII values and assigning rating will only commence 
from 2024 onwards for data collected in the year 2023. Therefore, when the revised format of 
the Statement of Compliance is used for the first time in 2023, the data to be filled in items 3, 
4 and 5 will not be available; therefore, clarification is required on items 3, 4 and 5 of the format 
of the Statement of Compliance and whether information needs not to be filled.  
 
Proposal 
 
15 In light of the discussion in paragraphs 3 to 14, IACS considers that guidance needs 
to be provided for the benefit of consistent implementation. IACS would like to seek the 
Committeeʹs clarification on the issues mentioned in paragraphs 3 to 14 above, in particular 
on the threshold value of the remainder of the year of delivery as described in paragraph 6 and 
the three options regarding the timeline and target of the plan of corrective actions in 
paragraph 10. 
 
16 If the Committee agrees with the need to provide guidance on those issues, IACS has 
developed draft unified interpretations of regulations 8, 26.3.1 and 28 of MARPOL Annex VI, 
amending circular MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.6 on Unified Interpretations to MARPOL Annex VI 
presented in the annex to this document for consideration of the Committee. 
 
Action requested of the Committee 
 
17 The Committee is invited to: 

 
.1 consider the discussion in paragraphs 3 to 14 and the proposals in 
 paragraphs 15 and 16; 
 
.2 decide on the threshold value of the remainder of the year of delivery as 
 described in paragraph 6, if necessary; 
 
.3 decide to choose one of the three options regarding the timeline and target 
 of the plan of corrective actions in paragraph 10, if necessary; and 
 
.4 consider the draft unified interpretations provided in the annex to this 
 document, and take action as appropriate. 
 
 

*** 



MEPC 79/7/24 
Annex, page 1 

 

I:\MEPC\79\MEPC 79-7-24.docx  

ANNEX 
 

DRAFT UNIFIED INTERPRETATIONS OF MARPOL ANNEX VI AMENDING CIRCULAR 
MEPC.1/CIRC.795/REV.6 

 
 
Regulation 8  
Form of Certificates and Statements of Compliance related to fuel oil consumption reporting 
and operational carbon intensity rating  
 
Regulation 8.3 of MARPOL Annex VI reads as follows: 
 
"3 The Statement of Compliance pursuant to regulations 6.6 and 6.7 of this annex shall 
be drawn up in a form corresponding to the model given in appendix X to this annex and shall 
be at least in English, French or Spanish. If an official language of the issuing Party is also 
used, this shall prevail in case of a dispute or discrepancy." 
 
Interpretation: 
 
The Statement of Compliance form given in appendix X of MARPOL Annex VI has been 
updated to include the attained annual operational CII and the rating for ships to which 
regulation 28 applies. The new form should be used from the entry into force date 
(1 November 2022), however the new parts for the attained CII and rating will not be populated 
until 2024 when the relevant values are available.  
 
Regulation 26  
Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP)  
 
Regulation 26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI reads as follows: 
 
"3  In the case of a ship of 5,000 gross tonnage and above, which falls into one or more 
of the categories in regulations 2.2.5, 2.2.7, 2.2.9, 2.2.11, 2.2.14 to 2.2.16, 2.2.22, and 2.2.26 
to 2.2.29 of this annex:  
 

.1  On or before 1 January 2023 the SEEMP shall include:  
 

.1  a description of the methodology that will be used to calculate the 
ship's attained annual operational CII required by regulation 28 of 
this annex and the processes that will be used to report this value 
to the ship's Administration;  

 
.2  the required annual operational CII, as specified in regulation 28 of 

this annex, for the next three years;  
 
.3  an implementation plan documenting how the required annual 

operational CII will be achieved during the next three years; and  
 

  .4  a procedure for self-evaluation and improvement." 
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Interpretation: 
 

1 A ship delivered after 1 January 2023 should comply with regulation 26.3.1 of 
MARPOL Annex VI at delivery. If delivered in [October or later] 1  [November or later] 
[December], the following year will then be the first year of the three-year implementation plan 
and an inferior rating given, in accordance with regulation 28.6 of MARPOL Annex VI, for the 
remainder of the calendar year of delivery needs not to be counted in for the determination of 
whether the ship should develop a Corrective Action Plan required by regulation 26.3.2 of 
MARPOL Annex VI. Nothing in this interpretation relieves any ship of its reporting obligations 
under regulations 27 and 28 of MARPOL Annex VI. 
 

2 A ship changing company, or changing from one Administration to another and from 
one company to another concurrently, after 1 January 2023 should comply with regulation 
26.3.1 at change of company and a new SEEMP III will be required. The year of change should 
be the first year of the next three-year implementation plan.  
 

3 In order to document how the required annual operational CII will be achieved during 
the next three years, the SEEMP Part III should be a rolling three-year plan, YYYY (first year 
of implementation plan), YYYY+1 and YYYY+2.  
 

4 In case of updates of the elements in regulation 26.3.1 of MARPOL Annex VI, the 
original three-year plan may remain.   
 

Regulation 28  
Operational carbon intensity  
 

Regulation 28.7 of MARPOL Annex VI reads as follows: 
A ship rated as D for three consecutive years or rated as E shall develop a plan of corrective 
actions to achieve the required annual operational CII. 
 

Regulation 28.9 of MARPOL Annex VI reads as follows: 
A ship rated as D for three consecutive years or rated as E shall duly undertake the planned 
corrective actions in accordance with the revised SEEMP. 
 

Interpretation: 
 

In case an inferior rating is given for data collected in calendar year YYYY, the revised SEEMP, 
including the plan of corrective actions, should be verified in year YYYY+1, and 
 

option 1:2 [it should be developed to achieve the required annual operational CII for data 
collected in the calendar year YYYY+1]; or  

 

option 2: [it should be developed to achieve the required annual operational CII for 
data collected in the calendar year YYYY+2]; or 

 

option 3:  [it should be developed to achieve at least a C rating (i.e. the attained CII higher 
than required CII but still within the C rating band) for data collected in the calendar 
year YYYY+2 and ultimately should aim to achieve the required CII for data 
collected in the calendar year YYYY+3]. 

 
___________ 

 
1  One of the three listed options in square brackets is to be chosen based on the decision of the Committee 

when finalizing the interpretation. 
 

2  One of the three options is to be chosen based on the decision of the Committee when finalizing the 

interpretation. 


